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Welcome to AP English Language and Composition program at DePaul College Prep! In order to prepare you for the rigor of a collegiate level English course, I have put together a summer reading and assessment packet that you will be required to complete before August 17, 2018.  The expectation is that you will work independently on the selected assignments over the summer and challenge yourself to explore works of literature in a new and in-depth manner in order to prepare for the required AP exam at the end of the school year.  I look forward to working with you to increase your understanding and appreciation of English literature in all its forms!  

This is a reading and writing intensive course, meaning the two are closely intertwined and will result in a substantial workload.  You must be committed to the course work and pledge academic honesty in all assignments and situations.  Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated in this course, and all work is to be completed independently unless otherwise stated by the instructor.  


Part One Read and annotate Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-American Meal by Eric Schlosser.  Information regarding properly annotating a text can be found on the attached handout.  This practice will be crucial to your critical reading throughout the school year, and I will expect that you have a thorough understanding of what it means to annotate on the first day of school. 

Part Two Answer each of the following questions thoughtfully and completely in the format of Rhetorical Précis.  Information on this format can be found on the attached handout.  Your responses should be typed in 12-pt Times New Roman font, and should be free from spelling, capitalization, and grammatical errors.  All references to the text must include an MLA format citation. 
Book One: The American Way
Chapter 1- “The Founding Fathers”: What is the significance of Schlosser’s use of titles in chapter 1?
Chapter 2- “Your Trusted Friends”: What is the tone Schlosser uses extensively in chapter 2?
Chapter 3- “Behind the Counter”: How has the fast food industry shaped communities?
Chapter 4- “Success”: Discuss the benefits and perils of franchising.
Book Two: Meat and Potatoes
Chapter 5- “Why the Fries Taste Good”: Discuss the lure and dangers of artificial flavorings added to fast food.
Chapter 6- “On the Range”: What are the trends in the chicken raising and cattle ranching business?
Chapter 7- “Cogs in the Great Machine”: What are the more disturbing facets of the slaughterhouse industry?
Chapter 8- “The Most Dangerous Job”: Discuss the merits of Schlosser’s evidence used to support his claim of “the most dangerous job” (169).
Chapter 9- “What’s in the Meat?”: How has the industrial model of agriculture and food production encouraged outbreaks of e. coli and other pathogens?
Chapter 10- “Global Realization”: Discuss Schlosser’s claim that “Plauen has been a battle for these competing ideologies…” (226).
Chapter 11- “Epilogue: Have it Your Way”: What examples does Schlosser provide that offer a glimmer of hope for a healthier, more environmentally sound future?”
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